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MEMOIRS ef ADMIRAL LORD BRIDPORT. 
[From Public Charatters of 1799-1800. ] 


HIS veteran officer was the fon of the late vicar of 

Thorncombe, in Devonfhire, and is the younger bro- 

ther of Lord Hood. He received, we believe, his principal 
education under the immediate eye of his parent. 

Lord Bridport entered early into the naval fervice; and, 
having only his own merit and diligence to truft to, in re- 
fpeét to his future profpeéts, his fubfequent eminence forms 
the higheft panegyric on his charaéter. 

On the 2d of December, 1746, he was made a Lieutenant ; 
and, on the 10th of June, 1756, was promoted to be Poft- 
Captain of the Prince George, of 90 guns. In 1757, he 
was appointed to the Antelope, of 50 guns; and, being on a 
cruife in the month of May, on the coaft of France, he fell 
in with the Aquilon, a French frigate, of 48 guns, and 
45° men. After a running fight of two hours, Captain 
Hood drove her on the rocks in Audierne-Bay, where fhe 
was totally loft. The enemy had thirty men killed, and 
thirteen wounded. The Antelope had three killed, and thit- 
teen wounded. 

During this a€tion, a midfhipman, of the name of Murray, 
had both his legs fhot away. He was immediately carried 
down to the furgeon ; but, whilft his wounds were drefling, 
hearing three cheers from the crew, and concluding the 
enemy’s fhip had ftruck, the ebbing fpirit of his lite in- 
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ftantly rallied ; and, waving his hand in triumph, the gallant 
youth expired ! 

In 1758, Captain Hood ferved in the Mediterranean on 
board the St. George, of 9° guns, commanded by Rear-Ad- 
miral Saunders, part of the flect under the command of Ad- 
miral Ofborne. He was prefent on the 28th of February, 
when the French Admiral Du Quefne, in attempting to re- 
inforce De la Clue, was blocked up in the harbour of Cartha- 
sena. Captain Hood returned from the Mediterranean with 
Rear-Admiral Saunders, and arrived at Spithead on the 
$th of July. Soon after his arrival, he was appointed to 
command the Minerva frigate of 32 guns. 

During the greater part of 1759, he ferved under Com- 
modore Duff, who was employed to block up the French 
tranf{portsin the Morbian. Captain Hood alfo captured the 
Ecureuil, a Bayonne privateer, of 14 guns, and 122 men; 
but he did not obtain any - frefh addition of laurels till the 
beginning of the year 1761, On the 23d of January of 
that year, cruizing near Cape Pinas, which bore S. by E. 
thirty leagues, a large {ail was difcerned from the Minerva 
foon after day-break. Captain Hood immediately gave 
orders to chafe. His antagonift was the Warwick, an old 
Englith thip, pierced for 0 guns, and mounting 34, com- 
manded by M. Le Verger de Belair. Her crew amounted 
to about three hundred men, including a company of fol- 
diers, which were deftined to reintorce the garrifon at Pon- 
dicherry. It was paftten before the Minerva came up with 
her; when Captain .Hood, notwithftanding his inferiority, 
ran alonglfide, and began the engagement. The fire on both 
fides was terrible. “ At eleven,* her main and fore-top 

matt went away, and foon after fhe came on board us on the 
ftarboard bow, and then fell alongfide; but the fea foon 
parted us, when the enemy fell aftern. About a quarter after 
eleven, the Minerva’s bow[prit went away, andthe fore-matt 
foon lollowed it: Thefe were very unfortunate accidents, 
and I almoft defpaired of being able to attack the enemy 
again. However, I cut the wreck away as foon as poffible; 
and, about one o’clock, cleared the {hip of it, with the lofs 
of one mau and the f{heet-anchor. I then wore the fhip, and 
f{tood for the enemy, who was about three leagues to leeward 
of me. Atteuro’clock, Icameup clofe to the enemy, and 
renewed the aitack. About a quarter before five fhe ftruck ; 
when I found ihe had fourteen killed, and thirty-two 
wounded. 


* Captain Hood’s letter to government. 
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wounded. Our numbers are, the boatfwain and thirteen 
killed, and the gunner and thirty-three wounded: The for- 
mer and two feamen died on the 27th. I have given my 
thanks to the officers and crew of his Majefty’s fhip for their 
firm and {pirited behaviour; and I have great pleafure in 
acquainting their Lordfhips with it. - At nine o’clock, the 
main-matt of the Minerva went away ; at eleven,:the mizen- 
matt followed it.” 

Captain Hood rofe, by this gallant aétion, high inthe efti- 
mation of his Sovereign and the public. It gave celebrity 
to his charafter, and placed his merit as an officer above the 
common level. He was, in confequence, appointed, in 
Auguft, 1761, tocommand part of the {quadron defiined to 
convey the prefent Queen to England. After the peace of 
Paris in 1763, he obtained a guard-fhip at Portfmouth ; and, 
in 1766, foon after the ufual period of his command had 
elapfed, fucceeded Sir Charles Saunders as the Treafurer of 
Greenwich Hofpital. 

On the profpeét of hoftilities with France, he failed from 
St. Helen’s on the 8th of June, 1778, in the Robuft, of 
74 guas, being part of the grand.Channel fleet under the 
command of Admiral Keppel. On the 28th, they returned 
into port, with the French frigates Pallas and Licorne, which 
had been captured; and they failed again ‘on Friday, the 
10th of July. The Breit fleet, confifting of thirty-two fail, 
five frigates, and five gondolas, had alfo inthe interim put to 
fea. Atter {ome days {pent in manceuvring, the action be- 
tween the two fleets commenced off Ufhant, on the 27th of 
July. The winds were conftantly in the N. W. and S. W. 
fometimes blowing ftrong, andthe French fleet, being always 
to windward, kept aloof. ‘The French began their fire on 
the 27th upon the headmolt of Vice-Admiral Harland’s di- 
vifion ; and the two fleets, being on different tacks, paffed 
very near each other, engaging fharply along the whole line. 
Towards the clofe of day, the enemy formed their fleet 
again ; a proceeding which Admiral Keppel did not prevent, 
as he conceived they meant handfomely to meet him the next 
morning. He was, however, difappointed in this expecta. 
tion, as they took the advantage of the night, and, on the 
following morning, were out of fight. Captain Hood was 
ftationed inthe line, in the Blue divifion, as fecond to its 
Admiral, Sir Hugh Pallifer. 

The Robuft, on the morning of the 27th, had been ordered 
with other fhips, by fignal from the Viétory, to chafe to 
windward ; and, during the fubfequent action, fhe was rather 
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feverely handled by the enemy. A large fhot went through 
the main-maft, two through the fore-maft, two ftruck the 
bow/fprit, and one {lightly wounded the mizen-maft. The 
main-topmaft was fhot in two or three places; the main-top- 
fail-yard fhot away ; the fore-topgallant-maft fhot in two ; 
the mizen-yard received two {hot, and befides fhe had re- 
ceived about fourteen fhot under water, one of which, being 
a forty-eight pounder, rendered the fituation of the crew 
dangerous ; and it was eight o’clock in the evening before 
they could ftop the leak. The fails of the Robuft were much 
cut; moft of the braces, bowlines, and running rigging, with 
many of the lower and topmaft yards, and two of the ftar- 
board lower-deck ports, were fhot away. Notwithftanding, 
however, that his {hip was fomuch damaged, fhe was fought 
fo judicioufly, that only five men were killed and feventeen 
wounded. Captain. Hood returned with the fleet to Spit- 
head on the 28th of Ofober, and did not goto fea again until 
he obtained an Admiral’s flag. 

The fubfequent trials of the two Commanders, Lord Kep- 
pel and Sir Hugh Pallifer, and the part taken by Sir Alex- 
ander Hood on the occafion, drew upon him much popular 
odium at the time. He was, however, on the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1780, appointed Rear-Adimiral of the White ; and 
having, in 1782, hoifted his flag on board the Queen, of 
9o guns, he was appointed ‘to command the fecond, or lar- 
board, divifion of the centre fquadron in the grand fleet, 
which was fent under the command of Lord Howe to relieve 
Gibraltar. On the 19th of Oétober, Lord Howe, having 
effeéted the obje& of his voyage, took the advantage of a tair 
wind to repafs the Streights. He was followed by the com- 
bined fleet of the enemy, confilling of forty-fix fail of the 
line. The Britith fleet being formed to leeward to receive 
them, the enemy were left to takethe diftance at which they 
chofe to engage. The French divifion commenced its.can- 
nonade about fun-fet on the van and rear, the chief attack 
being on the latter, and the fire was foon commenced along 
the whole line, at a confiderable diftance, and with little effet. 
It was returned occafionally from the fhips of the Britifh 
fleet, as the nearer approach of the enemy affurded a favour- 
able opportunity of making an impreffion upon them; but, 
as the Britifh commander had no orders to rifk a general en- 
gagement, he kept his courfe all night in full fail, and thus 
the fleets feparated. 

The year following, Rear-Admiral Hood was chofen 
Member for the borough of Bridgewater, and, on the 7th of 
May, 
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May, 1788, he was invefted with the order of the Bath. At 
the time of the apprehended rupture with Spain, on the 
12th of May, 1790, Admiral Hood’s flag was hoifted on board 
the London, of 98 guns. 

On the 4th of July, he commanded the van-divifion of 
Admiral Barrington’s flect in Torbay, with his flag on board 
the Viétory, of 100 guns. 

On the 1{t of February, 1793, Sir Alexander Hood was 
promoted to be Vice-Admiral of the Red. During this 
year, his flag continued on board the Royal George, with a 
command under Earl Howe in the Channel fleet. On the 
famous tft of June, and on the preceding days, his fhip was 
particularly diftinguifhed. She commenced the ation on 
the 29th of May, and, during that on the 1f of June, was 
expofed to an incefflant cannonade. . Sir Alexander, during 
the whule of this action, difplayed in many inftances his 
great {kill and intrepidity, The foremaft, with the fore and 
main-top maft, of the Royal George, were fhot away, and 
fhe had twenty men killed, and feventy-two wounded. On 
his return he was prefented with the gold chain and medal, 
with the other Flag Officers and Captains of the viétorious 
fleet, and was afterwards created Baron Bridport. 

His Lordthip acquired freth laurels, off L’Orient, in June, 
1795, in anengagement between the fleet he commanded and 
a fleet of theenemy. By amafterly manceuvre, he took, in 
this affair, three line of battle fhips. 

On the 31ft of May, 1796, Lord Bridport was made a 

eer of Great Britain; and, fince the late Lord Howe finally 
refigned the command of the Channel fleet, in 1797, the 
fubjeét of thts memoir has continued to hold it with great 
credit to himfelf and his country. 

His firft wite was a daughter of the Rev. Dr. Weft, and 
niece to the late Lord Vifcount Cobham. By this marriage 
he became related to the Pitt and Lyttleton families. His 
lady dying in September, 1782, he was again married, onthe 
26th of June, 1788, to Mifs Bray, only daughter of the late 
Thomas Bray, Efq. of Edmonton. 

Lord Bridport firft learnt the principles of our naval fer- 
vice under the Admirals Smith and Saunders. Thofe per- 
fons who have ferved under his command, {peak of him as 
their father, rather than as their fuperior officer. His name 
will certainly pafs down to pofterity among the Howes, the 
Rodneys, the Anfons, the Ruflfells, the Blakes, the Duncans, 
and the iljuftrious lift of other naval heroes, who have con- 
tributed 
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tributed to raife their country to its prefent height of dif- 


tinétion and glory. 
K. 





A Defcription of the City of Wafhington, in North 


America, 
By Mr. WE Lp. 


HIS city is laid out: on a neck of land, between the 
forks formed by the eaftern and weftern or main branch 
of the Potowmac river. ‘This neck of land, together with 
an adjacent territory, which isin the whole ten miles fquare, 
was ceded to Congrefs by the ftates of Maryland and Virgi- 
nia, The ground on which the city immediately ftands was 
the property of private individuals, who readily relinquifhed 
their claim to one half of it in favour of Congrefs, con- 
{cious that the value of what was left to them would in- 
creafe, and amply compenfate them fortheirlofs. .The pro- 
fits arifing from the fale of that part which has thus been 
ceded to Congrefs will be fufficient, it is expected, to pay tor 
the public buildings, for the watering of the city, and alfo 
for paving and lighting of the ftreets. 

The plan of this city was drawn by a Frenchman, of the 
name of L’Enfant, and is ona fcale well fuited to the extent 
of the country, one thoufand two hundred miles in length, 
and one thoufand in breadth, of which it is to be the metro- 
polis; forthe ground already marked out for it is no lefs 
than fourteen miles in circumference. The flreets run 
north, fouth, eaft, and weft; but to prevent that famenefs 
neceffarily enfuing from the ftreets all crofling each other at 
right angles, a number of avenues are laid out in different 
parts of the city, which run tranfverfly; and in feveral 
places, where thefe avenues interfeét each other, are to be 
hollow fquares. The flreets, which crofs each other at right 
angles, are from ninety to one hundred feet wide, the ave- 
nues one hundred and fixty feet. One of thefe is named 
after each ftate, and a hollow fquarealfo allotted to each, as a 
fuitable place for ftatues, columns, &c. which, at a future 
period, the people of any one of thofe ftates may with to 
erect to the memory of great men that may appear in the 
country. 

The only public buildings carrying on as yet are the Pre. 
fident’s houfe, the capitol, and a large hotel. The Prefi., 
9 dent’s 
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dent’s houfe, which is nearly completed on the outfide, is 
two ftories high, and built of free ftone. The principal 
room in it is of an oval form., This is undoubtedly the 
handfomeft building in the country, and the architeGture of 
it is much extolled by the people, who have never feen any 
thing fuperior; but it will not bear a critical examination. 
Many perfons find fault with it, as being too large and too 
{plendid for the refidence of any.one perfon in a republican 
country ; and certainly it is a ridiculous habitation for a 
man who receives a falary that amounts to no more than 
§6251. fterling per annum, and in a country where the ex- 
pences of living are far greater than they are even in 
London. 

The hotel is a large building of brick, ornamented with 
ftone;. it lands between the Prefident’s houfe and the capi- 
tol. Inthe beginning of the year 179°, when I faw it, it 
was roofed in, and every exertion making to have it finifhed 
with the utmoft expedition. It is any thing but beautiful. 
The capitol, at the fame period, was raifed only a very little 
way above the foundation. 

The ftone which the Prefident’s houfe is built with, and 
fuch as will be ufed for all the public buildings, is very fimi- 
lar in appearance to that found at Portland in England; but 
I was informed by one of the fculptors, who had frequently 
worked the Portland ftone in England, that it is of a much fu- 
perior quality, as it will bear to be cut as fine as marble, and 
is not liable to be injured by rain or froft. On the banks of 
the Potowmac they have inexhauftible quarrics of this ftone; 
good fpecimens of common marble have alfo been found ; 
and there is in various parts of the river abundance of excel. 
lent flate, paving ftone, and lime ftone. Good coal may alfo 
be had. 

The private houfes are all plain buildings; moft of them 
have been built on fpeculation, and {till remain empty. 
The greateft number, at any one place, is at Green Leaf’s 
Point, on the main river, juft above the entrance of the eaf, 
tern branch. This fpot has been looked upon by many as 
the moft convenient one for trade; but others prefer the 
fhore of the eaftern branch, on account of the fuperiority 
of the harbour, and the great depth of the water near the 
fhore. There are feveral other, favourite fituations, the 
choice of any one of which is a mere matter of {peculation 
at prefent. Some build near the capitol, as the moft conve. 
nient pl: ice for the refidence of Members of Congrefs, fome 
near the Prefident’s houfe; others again prefer the weft end 
of 
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of the city, im the neighbourhood of George Town, thinking 
that as trade is already eftablifhed in that place, it muft be 
from thence that it wiil extend into the city. Were the 
houfes that have been built fituate in one place all together, 
they would make a very ref{pettable appearance ; but {cat- 
tered about as they are, af{pectator can {carcely perceive any 
thing like atown. Excepting the ftreets and avenues, and a 
{mall part of the ground adjoining the public buildings, the 
whole place is covered with trees. To be under the necef- 
fity of going through a deep wood for one or two miles, per- 
haps, in order to fee a next door neighbour, and in the fame 
city, is acurious, and, I believe, a novel circumftance. The 
number of inhabitants in the city, in the {pring of 1796, 
amounted to about five thoufand, including artificers, who 
formed by far the largeft part of that number. Numbers of 
ftrangers are continually pafling and repafling through a 
place which affords fuch an extenfive field for {peculation. 








Shandean Refleétions in a Fourney to Norwich about 1690. 
FIRST PRINTED IN THE YEAR 1711, 


UMFORD, at the Sun, April 15.—Here 1 was quar- 
relling with the hoftler for bis falfe meafure. I faid in 

my anger that none of his profeflion ever went to Heaven. 
A country parfon flanding by reproved me for my rath 
words. He did believe they were moft of them knaves ; 
but faid, if God Almighty fhould punifh all finners according 
to their demerits, Heaven would be a folitary place. I was 
fenfible of my fault, and gave him thanks for his feafonable 
correétion. Itold him that, when I was ferious, I was of 
his perfuafion, and could not believe that place was defigned 
for adefert. To make one flep towards it, ortwo, I afked 
the fellow pardon for fome hard names 1 had called him by, 
and advifed him withall to take new meafures. The Devil 
(the Devil himfelf) for all the parfon was fo nigh, ftood clofe 
on my left fhoulder all the while; and with an officious cour- 
teous {mile commended me for what I had done. Not that it 
could pleafe him ; but, as I fuppofe, to raife in mea vain con- 
ceit upon it. My beter genius, on the other fide, bade me 
not liften to the flatterer ; and with an awful afpeét, though not 
frightful, afked me, whether I did not believe that, in the 
fix-pence given tothe hoftler, there was, virtually, contained 
a fhilling benefit to vane ? I, confcious of a partial dou- 
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ble-dealing, anfwered him in my looks. For, faxing ming 
eyes-upon the ground, they tacitly confelt my guilt. 

16, Burntwood— . ....-. « 

Ingateftone, Crown,— Walking without the town, by the 
road-fide I faw an horfe half-ftarved and overloaded.-= 
“ Friend,” faid I to the clown who drave him, “ if fame 
of the corn which is upon your horfe’s back were in his 
belly, he would carry it better far.” “* That horfe hath eat 
no oats thefe two years,” faid the boor, “ yet } have gal- 
lapped him twenty miles in little more than two hours 
within thefe fix months.”’ “‘ If you had trotted it on foot,” 
{aid I, ‘* you might have talked on’t, indeed; but you were 
to blame in the wrong you did the nobler beaft.”  “* Why, 
what was he made for ?”’ faid the two-legged brute.. “ For 
aught I know,” faid I, “ with a little help of your whip 
and your {pur [by his cruelty], to gallop with thee to the 
Devil.” I have a compafhon for dumb creatures : Thefe 
cannot plead for themfelves; and our ftatutes aflign no couns 
cil for fuch paupers. The bar is filent on their behalf, as 
the pulpit is. Could affes but drop gold at pleafure, they 
would not want an advocate in either place. Lawyers would 
plead their property ; divines would yield them fouls. 

17. Chelmsford.—Fleas, a cheating landlady, and a large 
church. 

18. Colchefter.—Here I took my leave of oyfters for the 
feafon, and of the houfe for ever. 

23. Bydefdale; Crown.—I have little compaffion for coms 
mon beggars; but there are fome men I| cannot pafs without 
an alms, One of thefe I overtook this morning travelling 
on the road. He afked me nothing: indeed there wag no 
occafion for it ; his countenance fufficiently expreffed his 
wants. Or was he querulous in his ftory, which he told at 
my requeft. After two or three queftions, I gave him a pit- 
tance. He had loft one of his eyes by ficknefs, and the 
fame diftemper had impaired the other. The beft fervice 
they could do him now was to weep withal ; which he did 
plentifully at this time in feeming jay. May be they had 
not done the like office long before. He had paffed fixty 
years of age. If they had been fourfcore, I fhould not have 
pitied him fo much, The greateft comfort to a wearied 
traveller is to be near his journey’s end. His fon, achild of 
eight years old, was his companion and his guide: though 
many fleps behind him in his ways of forrow. My next 
thoughts were on him. Iwifh I had improved them as I 
ought ; but they advanced my charity ng farther than tg 
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tnake my fhilling five. The old man found fpeech enough 
to thank me for it,‘and wifhed me a reward in Heaven. I 
told him he had not -well confidered what he faid: there are 
fo crown purchafes in Heaven; they are all of greater 
Value. 

29. Burroughs, King’s Arms.—Stepping into the kitchen, 
I faw the mifirefs of the houfe nurtling fome young chickens. 
I was pleafed at the fight, and commended her good-nature. 
But the old cock, who ftoed upon the threfhold, crowed, and 
bade me look in the kettle that was hanging over the fire ; 
where I faw his confort hen, the mother of them, boiling for 
Mine holtefs’s dinner.. This fhewed to whom her charity 
was direéted,- and gave me other thoughts of the aétion. 
Poor Doodle would have crowed again, but could not ; 
through age and grief his f{pirit failed him. But the jay in 
the window, who knew the ftory, told me ‘all. He faid the 
cock'had gone to pot too, and that’ he feemed to rejoice at 
the fentence: but the boys of the houfe had got him a re- 
prieve—till next Shrove Tue/day. 

May 5. Brand, Chequer.—The two pretty daughters con- 
fidered, the reckoning was well enough. 











Original Lelter of Kien-Long, Emperor o of China, to the 
Stadtholder of ‘Holland, Pri nce of Orange and Naffau, 
and to the Bur gomafters. 


[use received from Heaven authority over my kingdom; 
I have reigned fixty years, fo that the four quarters of 
land and fea belonging to this empire have enjoyed every 
where the blefflings of peace; and neighbouring nations, 
profiting by our example, have advanced in civilization. I 
took upon my kingdom, and the kingdoms of other fove- 
reigns, as forming one large family ; I confider rulers and 
‘ people as forming one perfon; 1 think every man, whether 
of my own kingdom or of any other, as worthy of my no- 
tice; neither is there any place, let it be ever fo remote, 
where I do not with the effeéts of my beneficence to pene. 
‘trate. ‘Strangers from every country have come to congra- 
tulate me : fome in chariots, and others in fhips. I truly 
govern my kingdoms with equity, and am pleafed with the 
homage of thofe who come toadmire my wifdom. I defire 
greatly to re joice alfo with all foreign kingdoms in that prof- 
perity which is granted us from Heaven ; ; and think that 
among my firft duties, 
I commend 
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I commend your nation, which, although feparated from 
mine by fo great an interval of fea, have neverthelefs fent 
letters of congratulation to me, and brought alfo conciliatory 
prefents. After having examined the letters, 1 perceive 
nothing either in the words or in the fpirit that diftated them, 
that militates againft the bigheft veneration for my charac- 
ter ; from which I infer, that the principles of my govern- 
ment are juft, and meet with your approbation. And, truly, 
this is not without juft caufe; for during the time in which 
you haye carried on trade at Canton {now many years) our 
government has behaved honourably to all foreign nations ; 
of all thefe not one can be found.that has not received tokens 
of my regard and proteftion. In proof of which 1 might 
mention the Portuguefe, the Italians, the Englith, and the 
people of other nations, who are full of attachment to me, 
who are approved of by me, and who have brought me 
many valuable tokens of their elteem. 

In a word, I treat all alike; without any partiality ; and 
although that which is offered to me may be of little value, 
it is my cuftom to make a liberal return; which difpofnion of 
mine no doubt you are fufficiently acquainted with. So far 
as concerns his Excellency, the Ambaffador, who has arrived 
in my dominions, I perceive he is not fent nominally by 
your government; but that the Company to which he 
belongs pollefs the power to authorife him to prefent me with 
a fimilar proof of good-will and efleem, as you yourfelves 
would wifh todo ; and that having the command of the Stadt- 
holder to obferve the profperity of my kingdom, and inform 
him thereof, they have felt themfelves inclined to felicitate 
me on the arrival of the fixtieth year of my reign: and be- 
caufe the Company is far removed from the feat of govern- 
ment, and cannot eafily learn the fentiments of their rulers, 
they are juftified therefore in prefuming on the difpofition 
of their Sovereign, and thus, in his name, congratujating me. 
For I do not doubt, but that the fame good will and affec- 
tion which exit in them towards me, exift alfo in your 
breafks ; and therefore I treat ther Ambaffador as if he had 
been immediately fent from the King. 

I wifh alfo you fhould know, that in the Ambaffador, 
charged with your letters patent and prefents, I have obferved 
not lefs dignity than fincerity m his aétions. 1 have ordered 
my nobles to admit him into my audience; I have enter- 
tained him with various amufements, and permitted. him to 
{ee all places, not excepting my own {plendid palaces in the 
gardens of Zeren-ming-yuen ; I have made him experience 
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the effe&s of my benevolence, fince we both mutually re- 
joice in the peace of this empire; and I have befide made 
valuable prefents, not only to your Ambaffador, but to his 
attendants, the foldiers, and fervants; to thofe I have given 
many things, as will appear from the following catalogue, 
beyond my ufual cuftom. 

Qn the return of the Ambaffador to his own country, I 
gave orders that he fhould prefent filks and other precious 
things to the Stadtholder, to which I added feveral other 
pieces of filk, together with many antique vafes and utenfils, 
May the King receive my prefents, as from one who withes 
him profperity and happinefs; may he govern his people 
with wifdom, and preferve an eternal remembrance of my 
favours! A King fhould give himfelf entirely to the con- 
cerns of his kingdom; and to that conduét I earneftly re, 
tommend him. 

Given in the fixtieth year of the reign of Kien Long, 
and on the 24th day of the firft moon. 


Yhe FILIAL PIETY of an INJURED DAUGHTER; 


A History FOUNDED ON Fact. 





ILIAL piety is a flower of fo delicate a nature, that we 

do nat too often meet with places that produce it; and 
though we frequently hear of parents that ruin themfelves 
for the fake of their children, we do not fo often hear of 
thildren that do any extraordinary aéts of kindnefs to their 
parents. Nature, perhaps, has formed the parental fenfibility 
far more exquifite than the filial ; and, for {ome wife purpofe, 
implanted a much greater fondnefs on our minds for thofe we 
beget and educate, than for thofe to whom we ourfelves are 
mdebted for exiftence and education. Cuftom, at leaft, has 
eftablifhed fuch different fentiments relative to the behaviour 
of parent and child, that it has been thought a fubje& of the 
higheft praife in an opulent fon, to fettle a paltry annuity of 
fifty pounds for life on a diftreffed and worthy father; but 
an aétion of little or no merit in a father, to fettle twenty 
times that fum on an indigent fon, Exceptions to this ob- 
fervation undoubtedly fometimes occur ; and the following 
narrative, as fuch, muft give pleafure to every reader. 

An eminent mercham, whofe real name it is proper to 
conceal under that of Lawfon, married a very amiable wo- 
man, with whom he received a confiderable fortune, and by 
whom 
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whom he was bleffed in the firft year with a daughter called 
Serena. Mrs. Lawfon, however, having ulitortunately 
caught cold, during her confinement, did not long furvive 
the birth of her daughter. In her dying moments, fhe con- 
jured her hufband to be pagticularly attentive to the welfare of 
their child, the motherlefs Serena. 

Mr. Lawfon had been conneéted, for two years before his 
marriage, with a fubtle defigning woman, by whom alfo he 
had adaughter ; Nor did his having a wife terminate the 
guilty intercourfe. Underthe pretext of important bufinefs, 
he frequently flaid in town with her, a night or two in the 
week, while Mrs. Lawfon was at their villain Effex ; and he 
as often took her into the country with him, whenever he 
knew that his jady could not conveniently leavetown. His 
marriage, indeed, had been rather the union of intereft than 
of affe€tion. The heart which could attach itfelf to fuch an 
unworthy objeét as the miftrefs, was not fo capable of dif. 
cerning and properly appreciating the many excellencies of 
the wife; and Mrs. Lawfon’s ample fortune enabling him te 
live up tothe fummit of his wifhes, the moment fhe was in- 
terred, he thought there was no farther neceffity for reftraint 
or difguife. In fhort, {carcely had fix weeks elapfed, when 
he married the abandoned woman who bad thus withheld his 
affeétions from one of the beft of her fex. \ 

We may pafs over the infancy of Serena, when fhe ex- 
perienced the petty cruelties of a narrow-minded mother-in- 
Jaw, and come at once to the moft important period of her 
life, when fhe had entered her eighteenth year, in all the 
bloom of youth and beauty. It was then that Mrs. Lawfon 
began tothink of executing a fcheme which had long occu- 
pied her thoughts. She faw Serena univerfally treated with 
the higheft refpe& ; and the beheld her own daughter, al- 
though dreffed out with all the fafhionable frippery of the 
times, received with adegree of infipid civility that bordered 
upon contempt. The fhameful negleé& that Serena expe- 
rienced at home, gave a conftant luftre to her merit when 
abroad; and if fhe found no kind of countenance in her 
own family, fhe met with the higheft in every other place. 
This was a circumftance that nettled Mrs. Lawfon tothe very 
foul: .and being apprchenfive, moreover, that the regard fo 
univerially fhewn to Serena might prevent any favourable 

overtures to her own daughter, {he neglected no opportunity 
of qaarreiling with the former : and having an abfolute af- 
cendancy over her hufband, fhe, at laft, fairly turned her out 
oi doors... Serena, however, although the had loft a fatlier, 
was 
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was not deftitute of a proteftor. A worthy and accom. 
plithed youtg gentleman, with a noble fortune, who had 
Jong obtained her favourable opinion, took that opportunity 
of prefling for her hand, and was made the happick of men. 

Serena was married about five years, during which, thougls 
fhe had often folicited for a reconciliation, fhe could never 
gain admittance into the prefence of her father ; when 
taking up the Gazette, one Saturday evening, fhe met with 
his name among the lift of bankrupts, and inftantly fainted. 
She was, however, foon brought to herfelf ; when forget- 
ting, in a moment, that fhe had been turned out wpon the 
charity of an inhofpitable world, and expofed to al} the ri- 
gours of poverty and difgrace ; that for a feriesof years fhe 
had been treated as an alien in her father’s family, and even 
denied the moft trivial neceffaries, while flrangers were riot- 
ing upon her mother’s fortune; fhe flew to her hufband, 
whofe whole happinefs was centered in obliging her, and 
pointing out the wretched condition of her father, obtained 
his confent to fettle three hundred pounds a year upon him, 
out of afum that he was to allow her as pin-money. With 
this fhe tmmediately proceeded to her father’s. The door 
was now thrown open at her approach, and being introduced 
into his prefence, they gazed upon each other tor fome mo- 
ments, and then mutually burft into tears. 

Mr. Lawfon’s misfortunes had opened his eyes to thé 
ftrangenefs of his conduct, and nobody could be more ready 
to condemn it than he himfelf. What muft be his emotions 
then, when a daughter, whom he had left deititute of bread, 
came to offer him a genteel allowance for life! His gratitude 
as a man, his feelings as a father, inflantly rufhed upon his 
foul. Let it fuffice, that after his affairs were fettled, he re- 
tired into the country upon this allowance, but did not hive 
to enjoy it an entire quarter. The mortification of being a 
bankrupt, the conf{cioufnefs of his family errors, and, finally, 
the very generofity of his daughter, which was intended to 
fweeten the remainder of his life, proved the means of hur- 
rying him to his end : the agitation of his mind threw the 
gout into his ftomach, and he expired in the arms of Serena. 
His wife and her daughter now thought themfelves utterly 
undone ; but Serena, with a magnanimity peculiar to herfelf, 
in an inftant difpelled their apprehenfions, by continuing to 
them two hundred pounds a year for life; and without once 
ftooping to remind them of any circumflance in thermrféormer 
behaviour, fhe only affured their, that the confidered this 

) provifion 





al 





ee re 











Se 


SEE ENE Si a 


Py Seen SemeNe 


atte eee 


oot ee - 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 15 


provifion for their maintenance asa duty on her part, which 
was indifpenfably due to the memory. of her father. 





Singular Inflance of Perfeverance and Fortitude im an 
Indian Warrvor. 


This circumftance is communicated in a Letter from St. Lawrence, 
of the 4thof July: 


HE Shawano Indians being obliged to remove from their 
habitations, in their way took a Mufkoligo warrior pri- 
foner. They .baftinadoed him feverely, and condemned him 
to the fiery torture; he underwenta great deal without fhew- 
ing any concern ; his countenance and behaviour were as if 
he fuffered not the leaft pain. He told his perfecutors, with 
a beld voice, that he was a warrior; that he had gained moft 
of his martial reputation at the expence of their nation, and 
was defirous of thewing them, in the aét of dying, that he 
was {till as much their fuperior as when he headed his gallant 
countrymen again them ; that although he had fallen into 
their hands, and forfeited the proteétion of the Divine Power 
by forme impiety or other, when carrying the holy ark of 
war againit his devoted enemies, yet he had fo much remain- 
ing virtue as would enable him to punifh himfelf more ex- 
quifitely than all their ignorant crowd could do, if they 
would give him liberty, by untying him, and handing him 
one of the red-hot gun-barrels out of the fire. 

The propofal, and his method of addrefs, appeared fo ex- 
ceedingly bold and uncommon, that his requeft was granted ; 
then fuddenly feizing one end of the red-hot barrel, and 
brandifhing it from fide to fide, he forced his way through the 
armed and furprized multitude, leaped down a prodigious 
fteep and high bank into a branch of therriver, dived through 
it, ran over afmall ifland, and paffed the other branch amid& 
a fhower of bullets; and though numbers of his enemies were 
in clofe purfuit of him, he got intoa bramble {wamp, through 
which, though naked, and in a mangled condition, he reached 
his own country. . 





SHort ACCOUNT af the DIVISION of TIME. 


HERE is no corre&t account refpeéting the ancient divi- 
fion of time; it is faid, by fome, the Egyptian years were 
our 
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our months: The Arcadians divided their year into three 
months, the Romans into ten. This divifion Romulus made 
viz. March, April, May, June, Quintilis, Sextilis, Septem- 
ber, O&ober, November, and December; Quintilis and Sex- 
tilis were afterwards changed into July and Auguft, in ho- 
nour of the two Czfars. Ninna added January and Fe- 
bruary. Even this increafe divided the year into only 354 
days; the eleven. days he doubled every fecond year, and 
made another month, called Mercidonius ; this intercalation 
was left to the prieft, whe frequently omitted it : thus feafts 
fell on different times. Julius Cefar, to reétify this, made 
one year 15 months: he then added the 11 days to the 354, 
making the year 365 days, equal tothe courfe of the fun 
within fix hours ; thefe hours were left alone till they made 
one day; every fourth year he placed this day inthat part of 
the calendar where the intercalary month ufed to be put, viz. 
five days before the end of February, and fixth of the calends 
of March ; for this year the fupernumerary day was called 
Biffextus ; this is called the Julian period, and would have 
been corre€t; had the fun apparently finifhed its revolution 
in 365 days 6 hours. The interval of the time from the 
fun’s leaving the firft point of Aries, till his ‘return to it, is 
365 days, § hours, 48 minutes, and 48 feconds, being 11 mi- 
nutes and 12 feconds lefs than the Julian computation : this 
in acentury makes a difference of 18 hours 24 feconds. 

At the time of the council of Nice, in 1582, it was found 
that the fun had entered the equinoétial circle on the 11th of 
March inflead of the 21ft. Pope Gregory XIII. took thefe 
ten days out, and ordered that the 11th {hould be deemed the 
21ft. This was called New Stile, and immediately adopted 
in every country which acknowledged the Pope’s fupremacy 
—not admitted in England till the middle of this century. 
To prevent this difference again occurring, the Pope ordered 
every 100th year fhould be acommon year, not a leap year. 
‘This will lead into an error on the contrary fide; every cen- 
tury the difference does not amount to one day ; to render it 
more equal, every 400th year fhould be leap year. 





AREFLECTION. 


EOPLE of the fineft ear very often have not the leaft 
turn for mimickry ; while, on the contrary, fome of the 
beft mimicks are mifluned, and have not the leaft ear for har- 
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AN ANECDOTE. 
WN R. L. Addifon, the father of the admirable ‘and refined 


writer, Jofeph Addifon, Efq. was one of the coarfeit 
in point of dittion, even in his own day. He tells us, in his 
voyage to Barbary, that “ a Rabbiw ohce told him, among 
other Aeinous fluff,that he did not expeét the felicity of the 
next world on the account of any merits but hisown ; who- 
ever kept the law would arrive at the blifs by comeng upon his 
own legs.” 





Short ACCOUNT of the late ADMIRAL ROBINSON. 
HE late Admiral Mark Robinfon, who died in Bath in 


November, 1799, was a gentleman of the moft difltin- 
guifhed merit in his profeflion. He was born on St. Mark’s- 
day, 1722, Q. S. and atthe age of fourteen eritered into the 
fervice of his country. ‘The exertions and confequent dif- 
tinétions of this gallant veteran merit a brief detail. He 
was actively engaged in molt of the combats under the com. 
mand of Sir. Peter Warren and Lord Hawke. As com- 
maader of the Falcon his conduét and bravery were cmineit 
and con{picuous at the reduétion of Guadaloupe, where his 
fhip funk underhim. He was afterwards appointed to the 
command of the Fowey on the coaft of America, where he 
had the fatisfattion of preferving Chiarleftown from the cf. 
fects of an alarming conflagration; a fervice tor which the 
merchants of South:Carolina exprefled their gratitude by a 
pubin vote of thanks, dated January 14,1771, and a very 
large piece of plate, bearing.atuitable in{cription. 

Under Lord Keppel he commanded the Worcefle 
whence he was transferred tothe Shrewlbury, in which finiy 
he Jed the Britifh fleet five times into aétion. In the Jaft cf 
thele engagements, off the Capes of Virginia, he was di!- 
abled by a fevere wound inthe hip, and the lofs of a leg. 


—___. 


Anfwer, by T. Jarvis, of Maloorough, to G, England 


Enigma, inferted Ocdaber 28, 


HASTEN. Oh Lord! that happy day, 
When diretul WAR fthail fe to be 


When every heart fhail fwectly join 
In bands of love and amity ! 


VoL. XXXV. C 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
P. Gove, and R. Thomas, of Exeter; R. Maffett, of, Car- 
green; and C. N. of the Royal Miners. 





Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeovil, to W. Hoare’s Rebus, inferted 


November 4. 


7 HY praife we, prodigal of fame, 
The rage that fets the world in flame ? 
My feeble mufe his brow thal! bind, * 
Whofe heavenly goodnefs {pares mankind : 
HERVEY, who, large of foul, furveys 
His God, and Providence doth weigh ! 

*\* We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
and W. Hobbs, of Exeter; J. G. of Lyme Regis; Anna, 
of Wellington; G. England, of Uplyme; C. Heath, of 
the Nimble cutter; J. Ball, of Taunton; Walter Bickham, 
jun. of Afhburton; and C.N. of the Royal Miners. 





A CHARADE, by W. Chudlagh, of Newton Bufhel. 


7 E gen’rous youths! ambitious of applaufe, 
Who love and reverence Britannia’s laws, 
Enter my firft with ferioufnefs and fear, 
When you approach the word of God to hear ; 
Avaunt my next! to the infernal den, 
Nor ever enter in the hearts of men: 
Both parts conneét, you'll quickly have in view, 
A noble Britifh warrior: So adieu ! 





A CHARADE, by 7. Gidley, Fun. of Dean Prior, 
NTO my firft the fifherman 


Doth often times repair, 
With hook and artificial fly 
The fifhes to in{nare. 
With circumf{peétion, care, and heed, 
The human frame furvey, 
And fecondly a curious part 
Of that machine pourtray : 
Judicioufly thefe parts combine, 
And you'll an Englifh place define. 
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Or WINT E R. 
By P. Gove, of Exeter. 


TERN Boreas now, with ruthlefs power, 
Proclaims pale winter’s reign, 
‘lhe barren afpect of the ground, 
And cold defcending rain. 


When morning opens to the fight, 
The hoary froft appears ; 

All nature clad in robes of white, 
A dreary afpett wears, 


The woods which late with verdure erown’d, 
Are flripp’d of all their pride 

The murmuring rills with ice are bound, 
And now forget to glide. 


The fun which erft with fervent beams 
Refulgent bleft the day. 

Now faintly o’er the frozen ftreams 
Sheds but a glimmering ray. 


The warbling thruth’s {prightly note, 
No more falutes the morn; 

Cheerlefs they pafs the dreary day 
Upon the leaflefs thorn. 


The tky-lark too, whofe rifing note 
Awoke the feather’d train ; 

Silence has feal’d its little throat, 
He cheerle{s roams the plain. 


No more in bloom the gay parterre, 
Bedeck’d with Flora’s tribe; 

No fragrant {cents from opening flowers, 
On airy pinions glide. 

While wrapp’d in winter’s frozen arms, 
How dormant nature lies ! 

Till {pring fhall open all her charms 
With clear and brighter fkies. 
























LINES on CONTEMPLATION. 


AIL! genius, grateful to the troubled mind ! 
Hail! contemplation—for ’tis thine to calm 
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The ftorms of life; to footh, with chequer’d hope, 
The ills thou can’t notcure; ’tis thine to ope oe 
Refources of new rapture to the fenfe, : 
Thro’ the eye’s portal, gaining on the heart, 
To wake to virtue, piety, ard love. 


At the fill hour of eve, when nature’s tears 
Bewail the languor of departing day, 
And flowly gliding down the weflern fteep, 
Its heavenly journey done, the orb of light \ 
Gilds from the horizon’s utmoft verge, the fky ; 
On fome tall hill, in contemplation loft, 
How oft I’ve paus’d on the ftupendous {cene ! 
I’ve gaz’d the profpect o’er, the filent vale, 
‘The dark woods, peopl’d with the minftrel tribes, 
Whence ever and anon the penfive bird 
Attun’d her evening fong, the diftant brook 
Gliftening with bor:ow’d light, and all thofe tokens om 
Which tothe fenfe prociaim the death of day. 
I've gaz'd, till mantling o’er the face of heaven, 
Night’s murky veil for bade my further view ; O)/ 
Then flowiy homeward bent my thoughtful courfe, 
And in the miniature of memory fcann’d 
The tranfient icene, till fancy weary grew, 


Can fertile nature to the eye prefent 
A nobler fcene than when the fetting fun 


Gleams on the fadic g profpect, and illumes ' S 
With a Jatt ftream of light the fpacious view ? 

Sach is the death of virtue, fuch the.giow, ' O 
In her laft hour, that animates the mind, 

When on the tenor of a weil-fpent life, pon 
The mental eye reverts, and gazes itill, with 


Till the dim thades of death o’erwhelm the fight, 


And lull the fenies in a long repoie. eat 
num 
Oh! ye, who lur'd by interef, from the paths é as I 
Of re€titude and virtuc, feek thofe joys ' grat! 
Which virtue only yields, from worldly views civ! 
(if that ye can) awhile your thoughts withhold; ih 
From nature’s femblance learn th’ important truth, meg 
That happinefs was meant the meed of worth. on } 
Yet will ye feek it inthe golden ftores t othe 
Of fraud, éppreffion, cruelty, and pride ? f thor 
Is not the foul’s beft health a guiltlets confcience ? ' mort 
Is not her worie cileaie remorie tor fin ? : . 
Whatif the world, indifferent to true worth, : on 
Shall flight the efforc, from yourfeives demand | fent 
The jult reward— Know, what fuggeits the means, y ordi. 
Can beit attain the end.—Bz good and happy. : com{ 
B. W. H. ; old, 
1797- thofe 
not 
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